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To the kind people of Fukusaki: Hello everyone,
My name is Verity Townsend and |
am from Leeds in England. | studied
Japanese at Leeds University and
graduated in July. Three years ago,
| attended Gakushuin Women'’s
College in Tokyo. Whilst there, |
learnt traditional cultural subjects like flower
arranging and calligraphy. I am also interested in the
tea ceremony, so I'd like to take part in one again. My
hobbies include reading, horse riding and going to the
theatre. | like cooking and have been a vegetarian
since | was born. Please help me to learn about Hyogo
prefecture’s history and culture. | was very happy
when | received letters from the schools in Fukusaki.
I am really looking forward to meeting you all.

Verity Townsend

Thank you for a wonderful three
years in Fukusaki Town. | am
blessed to have been able to work
and live in Fukusaki with people
who are kind, generous, and spirited.
When | arrived in Japan three years ago, | was moved
by your open-mindedness and warm heart, and am
still deeply impressed by the town's passion towards
not only supporting education, but progressing it. |
believe that the children of Fukusaki, with their
positive attitudes and curious minds, have the power
to carry the hope of the world's next generation.
During these past 3 years, | have taught the children
of Fukusaki English and about my life overseas.
However, | have also learned so much about the
people and culture of Japan from them and others in
town. Thank you for teaching cultural traditions like
taiko, for taking me to Fukusaki's wonderful matsuris,
and for introducing me to Fukusaki's historical past. |
hope that you will continue to extend your kindness
to the rest of the world, and that more people will
come to appreciate the charms of Fukusaki. | will
never forget the wonderful time | had here and | hope
that | will see you all again one day. Thank you!
Valerie Hwang
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